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SUBJECT: CYPRUS: FIRST DIPLOMATIC REACTIONS IN ATHENS 
MILITARY COMMANDS FOR POLAD 

1. DURING FRENCH NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION, MAIN TOPIC OF 
CONVERSATION WAS, OF COURSE, CYPRUS. DESPITE ABSENCE OF 
HARD INFORMATION, OPINION WAS UNANIMOUS THAT COUP AND DEATH 
OF MAKARIOS COULD HAVE FAR-REACHING AND SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. 

2. VLACHOS, JUST RETIRED SECYGEN OF MFA COMMENTED THAT 
ANEW DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY WOULD BETTER UNDERSTAND REASONS 
BEHIND HIS RESIGNATION AND ADDED THAT CURRENT GOG HAD NOW 
"SUNK TO THE BOTTOM". HE WAS FEARFUL OF TURKISH REACTION. 

3. GERMAN AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED HOPE THAT ONCE FACTS 
BECAME KNOWN NATO COUNTRIES REPRESENTED IN ATHENS COULD 
SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE TO GOG WITH IMPLICATION THAT ALL SHOULD 
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LEADING TO OVERTHROW OF LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT. BRITISH 
DCM AGREED BUT POINTED OUT THAT BRITISH HAD SPECIAL PROBLEMS 
OF THEIR OWN SINCE THEY WERE PARTIES TO LONDON-ZURICH AND 
ALSO HAD SBA'S TO CONSIDER. HE HOPED FACTS OF MATTER COULD 
BE SORTED OUT BEFORE ANY KIND OF NATO INITIATIVE WAS UNDER- 
TAKEN. 

4. DUTCH AMBASSADOR BELIEVED NATO SYG LUNS COULD 
APPROPRIATELY TAKE LEAD, IN LINE WITH HIS WATCHING BRIEF, IN 
URGING BOTH GREEKS AND TURKS TO ACT RESPONSIBLY AND TO COOPER- 
ATE IN RESTORING ORDER ON ISLAND. IN HIS VIEW, LUNS HAD 
PERHAPS BEST CHANCE OF AFFECTING GOG ATTITUDE AND HE ASSUMED 
MIGHT TAKE INITIATIVE WITHOUT ANY FURTHER ENCOURAGEMENT. 
HOWEVER, HE SUGGESTED IT MIGHT BE WELL IF NATO COUNTRIES 
REPRESENTED HERE INFORMED RESPECTIVE CAPITALS OF THEIR 

VIEW THAT LUNS COULD PLAY CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN PRESENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

5. SOVIET REPRESENTATIVES ALLEGED THEY HAD NO HARD INFORMA- 
TION AND WERE RESERVED IN COMMENTING ABOUT SITUATION EXCEPT 
TO VENTURE OPINION UNSC WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE TO BECOME 
INVOLVED. MEMBERS OF BOTH AUSTRIAN AND SWEDISH EMBASSIES 
EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN REGARDING SECURITY OF THEIR UN 
CONTINGENTS ON ISLAND. 

6. ECONOMIC COUNSELOR AND ADCM NOTED ABSENCE BOTH OF ANY 
CABINET-LEVEL GOG MINISTERS AND OF LEADING PERSONALITIES 
OF FORMER POLITICAL WORLD. EARLIER IN MORNING GEORGE 
MAVROS HAD TELEPHONED ADCM TO SAY THAT IF IT WAS CONFIRMED 
THAT MAKARIOS WAS DEAD, INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS HE WOULD NOT 
ATTEND FRENCH AFFAIR BECAUSE THERE SHOULD BE NATIONAL 
MOURNING FOR MAKARIOS. 

7. MILITARY COMMANDER ATHENS AREA SPEAKING TO PAO 
DESCRIBED EVENTS IN CYPRUS AS STRICTLY INTRA-CYPRIOT 
AFFAIR AND ASSERTED THAT GREEK GOVERNMENT NOT INVOLVED. 
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